
Course Expectations 

English 12AP 

 

Instructor and contact information:  

Carrie Snyder, csnyder@kingslocal.net, 398-8050 ext. 11068 

 

Course description and content: 

This class is a college-level freshman English course designed for the student who wishes to prepare for the 

Advanced Placement Examination in English Literature and Composition. As such, the focus is on examining the 

AP test itself and on literary analysis for the purpose of better understanding and explaining what techniques  

authors use to achieve their objectives. The course requires summer reading and intensive class reading of a variety 

of literary classics and contemporary works. 

 

This class will provide the student with an opportunity to read, analyze, and interpret a wide array of classical 

literature. It will be a comprehensive exploration of methods, styles, and techniques used by authors in  

order to achieve the essential meaning of a poem or prose piece. A wide variety of literary genres will be studied, 

read, scrutinized and analyzed; after which a paper will then be written that explains the reader’s interpretation of 

the literary work. The practice of writing a poignant, well-expressed formal analysis will be conducted weekly with 

specific essay topics. These essay topics will parallel the type and the level of difficulty of the essay questions that 

might be found on the English AP Exam. Additionally, we will practice the multiple choice portion of the test.  

 

Objective: 

The primary objective of this course is that students will become life-long lovers and critics of literature. 

Through reading and writing, students get a chance to explore worlds and ideas outside of their own, 

enabling them to develop empathy for other genders, ethnicities, generations, nationalities, religions and 

cultures. Literature is intimately involved in our quest to understand humanity and the societies we create. 

Students will discover and confront issues and questions that exercise their minds and teach them the value 

of intellectual endeavors. The texts for the course are selected for their broad themes and international literary merit. 

 

Prerequisites/ co-requites: 

*Previous experience in the honors English track or a teacher recommendation is essential for success in this course. 

*Taking the English 12AP exam is a requirement. 

*Summer Reading is a mandatory prerequisite 

*A strong willingness to put in the time required for the pace and expectation of this course.  

*This is not a course for the student who wants to slide by.  

 

Resources/Text: Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense 

Hamlet, King Lear, A Doll’s House, The Awakening, The Stranger, Slaughterhouse Five, Fences, The Glass 

Menagerie, and All the Pretty Horses 

 

Classroom Expectations: 

 Treat each other and school property with respect at all times 

 Come prepared to class every day 

 Be in your assigned seat when the bell stops ringing, and be ready to begin classroom instruction 

Due to the rigor and college level expectations, all homework assignments are to be turned in at the designated 

    time. No late work will be accepted 

 If you are absent from school it is your responsibility to see me concerning missed work. 

 Make-up tests/writings/quizzes are granted for all excused absences. Please note that make-up test may be  

     different from the original test. 

 

 If you are participating on a field trip, you are responsible for homework. Papers must be submitted before you  

     leave for the field trip.  
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 Calculator games and texting are not part of the English curriculum. Cell phones will be confiscated and given to   

      the office. 

 

Absences: 

All make-up work must be made up within the same number of days as the student was absent (as stated in 

the school attendance policy). If a student needs more time to schedule make-up work, he/she should see 

me immediately. 

 

Grading Scale: 

The Kings High School approved grading scale will be used. 

 

Homework Expectations: 

*A printed calendar will be available on Progress Book and should be checked regularly.   

*Students will be assigned nightly assignments of between 30-45 minutes.  

*Prepping for essays, multiple choice quizzes and completing notebook assignments are considered homework 

 

Assessments: 

Written Pieces 

Timed in-class essays will be assigned weekly. Timed writing in class will train students to write essays in the same 

allotted time that they will experience during the English Literature AP Test in May. The topics will be related to the 

AP curriculum. The AP test is scored on the student’s ability to interpret and analyze pieces of literature, and these 

weekly writings will offer students the opportunity to strengthen those skills and will be scored accordingly.  

 

Quizzes 

There will be quizzes on the reading assignments. Therefore, completing the reading is a necessity. 

 

Tests 

*There will be some objective tests in this course. The English Literature AP Exam contains multiple choice 

questions that refer to the close reading of certain passages or poems. The objective question tests in this class will 

be used to assess reading comprehension and inference techniques. 

 

*Many essay tests will follow the study of the novels read.  

 

*Grades will be determined based on in-class essays, tests, quizzes, and the notebook.  

 


